
How to Identify Good Narrators
ORAL HISTORY HOW-TO GUIDES

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT? Knowing how to identify good narrators is important because the 
narrator is the subject of the oral history—the person who shares their experiences. Seek narrators 
whose stories can add information and insights to the history of the Church.

WHAT TO KNOW. Narrators are normally identified as part of an oral history collecting project. 
When recommending a different narrator, check the Church History Catalog to see if the narrator has 
participated in any previous oral histories. Where possible, seek narrators of diverse backgrounds 
and perspectives unless a specific narrator is needed to speak to a particular topic or experience.
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Recommend narrators who have 
unique experiences or who are not 
currently on record. If a narrator can 
be included in a defined collecting 
project, get management approval 
to conduct the oral history.

PRIORITIZE completing oral 
histories with narrators who are 
already approved or identified 
as part of a collecting project.

PREPARE to articulate the 
significance of the narrator’s 
perspectives and explain why 
an oral history will add value.

An oral history is collected 
from an approved narrator 
who provides valuable insights 
about their Church experiences 
and who provides a diverse 
range of perspectives.

HAVE QUESTIONS OR NEED HELP?  Speak with your manager and refer to page 4 of the Oral Histories guide.
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DISCUSS the recommendation with 
management and seek approval 
before proceeding.

PRAY. Always be prayerful and open 
to the Spirit when selecting oral 
history narrators—and throughout 
the entire oral history process.

 


