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“Behold, there shall be a record kept among you.”
D&C 21:1

M

embers of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints build the
foundations of their faith on Jesus Christ and the testimonies of His apostles
and prophets. From its organization in 1830 to the present day, the Church has
kept records of its history to help each generation to see the hand of God and
remember Him daily.

T

he items on display are priceless foundational records from the Church’s
history that document its restoration and growth throughout the earth. They
demonstrate the anchor of personal faith in modern scripture and prophets, in
a living Church, and in the Church’s mission to fill the earth in preparation for
the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. The records also trace the historical roots
of unifying Latter-day Saint experiences in the 21st century, including weekly
worship, general conference, and temple attendance.

A

mong the records on display are the earliest editions of modern scripture,
the personal diaries and letters of modern prophets, and evidence of key
developments in Church doctrine, organization, and growth. They have been
carefully preserved and protected in the Church History Library and are
displayed here in high-security cases and customized cradles to prevent damage,
control humidity, and minimize exposure to light.

Modern

T

Scripture

he faith of Latter-day Saints around the world rests on a foundation
of modern scripture revealed through Joseph Smith. As a divinely
appointed prophet, seer, revelator, and translator, Joseph Smith introduced
new volumes of scripture that stand alongside the Bible as witnesses of
Jesus Christ.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Book of Mormon Original Manuscript (1829)
Book of Mormon First Edition (1830)
Book of Mormon Liverpool Edition (1841)
Book of Commandments (1833)
Doctrine and Covenants First Edition (1835)
Egyptian Papyrus Fragment (Second Century b.c.)
Book of Abraham Facsimile Printing Plate (1842)
Pearl of Great Price First Edition (1851)

Opposite page: The Desires of My Heart, by Walter Rane
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Book of Mormon
Original Manuscript

(1829)

When Joseph Smith translated the Book of Mormon into English through divine
inspiration, he dictated to scribes, who recorded the words on common paper of
the time period, making this the closest record to the golden plates buried in Hill
Cumorah. After this original
manuscript was completed, a
second copy was made for the
printer’s use. Five of the scribes—
Oliver Cowdery, Martin Harris,
John Whitmer, Christian Whitmer,
and Samuel Smith—also gave their
testimonies as witnesses of the Book
of Mormon. In October 1841 Joseph
placed the original manuscript
in the southeast cornerstone of
The Hill Cumorah, circa 1907
the Nauvoo House, a place appointed
by revelation for lodging of visitors. More than 40 years later, the manuscript was

uncovered, but only 28 percent had not decayed as water had seeped into the
building’s stonework. The surviving sheets have been reinforced with very thin paper
and encapsulated in clear polyester film that has been sealed around the edges. The
handwriting on the page on display is unidentified.
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Nauvoo House, Nauvoo, Illinois
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Book of Mormon
First Edition
(1830)

The Book of Mormon was published in March 1830 in Palmyra, New York, under
the direction of printer Egbert B. Grandin. The typesetting, printing, and calf-leather
binding of 5,000 copies—nearly 3 million total pages—began in August 1829 at a
cost of $3,000, paid for through the sale of part of Martin Harris’s farm. Copies of
the book were read by converts, shared with families, and carried by missionaries to
neighboring settlements and states, the American Indians, and the British Isles. It is
estimated that around 700 copies of the first edition remain today. A second edition
was printed in 1837.

Egbert B. Grandin print shop, Palmyra, New York
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Book of Mormon
Liverpool Edition

(1841)

This copy of the Book of Mormon belonged to Mercy R. Fielding Thompson. It bears
a note by her descendants that on the morning of June 24, 1844, her husband Hyrum
Smith read from it before leaving Nauvoo with his brother Joseph for Carthage,
Illinois. After reading what is today Ether 12:36–38, Hyrum turned down the top left
corner of the page. The crease is still visible. This edition was printed in Liverpool,
England, in 1841, under the direction of Brigham Young and other members of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles who had been called there as missionaries. The text
was taken from the 1837 edition published in Kirtland, Ohio, but this volume was
the first to include an index and to move the testimonies of the witnesses to the front
of the book. More than 4,000 copies were produced, this time at a cost of £210, and
bound in sheep, calf, and morocco leather with gilt-stamped covers. Over the next
several decades, thousands of British citizens read the book, joined the Church, and
immigrated to Zion.
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From a dock in Liverpool, England, Saints board the Ellen Maria,
bound for New Orleans. Painting by Ken Baxter.

9

Modern

Scripture

Modern

4

Book of
Commandments

5

(1833)

The Book of Commandments represents the first effort to publish in book form the
revelations received by Joseph Smith. On July 20, 1833, while the book was in press,
the printing office in Independence, Missouri, was destroyed by vigilantes. Some
of the unbound print sheets were rescued by several individuals, including sisters
Mary and Caroline Rollins, who then hid in a nearby cornfield. Later the rescued
sheets were assembled and hand-bound for private use. Approximately 30 copies are
currently known to exist, and they are all incomplete. This particular copy belonged
to Wilford Woodruff, who wrote in the rest of what is now Doctrine and Covenants 64
because the printed text ended at verse 36, and he also added by hand a revelation on
the Word of Wisdom, which is currently Doctrine and Covenants 89.
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Scripture

Doctrine and Covenants
First Edition
(1835)

The Doctrine and Covenants was the second effort to publish in book form revelations
received by Joseph Smith. The revelations were selected by a committee consisting
of Joseph Smith, Oliver Cowdery, Sidney Rigdon, and Frederick G. Williams.
Additionally, seven essays were included that were later known as the Lectures on
Faith. The essays constituted the “doctrine,” while the revelations constituted the
“covenants.” The books were printed and bound in Ohio and accepted by a general
Church assembly. The copy on display was owned by Newel K. Whitney, the Church’s
second bishop.
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Egyptian Papyrus
Fragment

(Second Century b.c.)

In 1835 the Church acquired papyrus scrolls that had recently been discovered in
Egypt. Shortly thereafter, Joseph Smith began translating the book of Abraham, a
record of the biblical prophet and patriarch Abraham. After the Latter-day Saints
left Nauvoo, the scrolls remained behind and were sold by Joseph Smith’s family
to multiple parties in 1856. Historians believe that most of the scrolls may have
been destroyed in the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, but 10 fragments ended up in
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City, where Kirtland-era paper was
attached to the back side as reinforcement. The fragments were transferred to the
Church in 1967.
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Book of Abraham Facsimile
Printing Plate (1842)
This lead plate was engraved by Reuben Hedlock as part of the printing of the book
of Abraham in the Church’s newspaper the Times and Seasons. Joseph Smith worked
on the translation off and on between the summer of 1835 and the spring of 1842. All
five chapters of the book of Abraham, along with three illustrations (now known as
facsimiles 1, 2, and 3), were published between March and May 1842.
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Pearl of Great Price
First Edition
(1851)

While presiding over the British Mission, Franklin D. Richards of the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles received many requests from converts for additional information
about their newly embraced faith. He responded by compiling several writings,
translations, and revelations received by Joseph Smith into a pamphlet titled Pearl of
Great Price in 1851. The volume was later canonized by unanimous vote at the October
1880 general conference.

Franklin D. Richards
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Modern

T

Prophets

he faith of Latter-day Saints rests on a foundation of modern prophets,
inspired men called by God to reveal His word in these times. Like prophets
of old, prophets today wait on the Lord, seek His will, and testify of Jesus
Christ. These letters and journals record and share some of the divine
direction that modern prophets have received.

9. Joseph Smith Journal (1832–34)
10. Letter from Liberty Jail (1839)
11. “A Proclamation to the Saints Scattered
		Abroad” (1841)

12. Brigham Young Letter (1846)
13. Wilford Woodruff Journal (1847)

Opposite page: Joseph Smith in Liberty Jail, by Greg K. Olsen
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Joseph Smith Journal

10

(1832–34)

Joseph Smith began to keep a journal in November 1832. After some interruptions
and with the assistance of scribes, he eventually produced 10 journals comprising
more than 1,500 manuscript pages. This first volume contains more of his handwriting
than any other, with roughly half of the entries written entirely or primarily in his
hand, including the first page on display here.
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Letter from Liberty Jail

(1839)

On March 20–25, 1839, after three and a half months of unjust imprisonment in
Liberty Jail, Joseph Smith dictated a letter for members of the Church to scribes
and fellow prisoners Alexander McRae and Caleb Baldwin. The poignant letter,
reminiscent of the epistles of Paul in the New Testament, detailed the suffering of the
Saints and offered comfort and instruction. All of the men in the jail, including Joseph
and his brother Hyrum, signed the letter. In 1876 portions of the letter were added to
the Doctrine and Covenants as sections 121, 122, and 123.
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“A Proclamation to the Saints
Scattered Abroad”
(1841)

This early proclamation issued by the First Presidency invited Latter-day Saints to
gather to Nauvoo. It was published on January 15, 1841, in the Church’s newspaper
the Times and Seasons and set a precedent for Church leaders to unitedly “make
known from time to time, the circumstances, situation, and prospects of the Church,
and give such instructions as may be necessary for the well being of the Saints.”
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Brigham Young Letter

(1846)

Brigham Young kept this copy of a letter he wrote to his brother Joseph Young on
March 9, 1846. It is one of the relatively few surviving letters written entirely in
Brigham’s handwriting. A year and a half after the assassination of Joseph Smith, the
Saints were forced to evacuate Illinois. In the letter Brigham reported on the status of
the Saints who had already fled, admonishing others to “get away as fast as they can”
from the “dark clouds of sorrow” in Nauvoo.
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Wilford Woodruff
Journal
(1847)

Wilford Woodruff

Wilford Woodruff began writing a daily journal shortly after
joining the Church in 1833 and continued writing until his
death in 1898. The resulting 31 volumes constitute one of the
most significant records of the history of the Church. This
fragile volume is open to the entry for July 24, 1847, the date
that he and Brigham Young entered the Salt Lake Valley.
The entry notes that President Young “expressed his full
satisfaction in the Appearance of the valley as A resting place
for the Saints.”

This Is the Right Place, by Jon McNaughton
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A True and

Living Church
L

atter-day Saints have faith that the Restoration produced a “true and
living church” (Doctrine and Covenants 1:30). For members of the Church,
from the first six in New York in 1830 to the millions in countries around
the world today, local congregations provide opportunities for discipleship,
fellowship, and service.

14. Joseph Smith Sr. License (1830)
15. Lucy Mack Smith History (1845)
16. First Hymnal (1835)
17. Articles of the Young Ladies’ Retrenchment
		Association (1870)

18. Farmington Ward Primary Minute Book (1878)

Opposite page: Nauvoo, by Jerry Thompson

A True and

Living Church

14

Joseph Smith Sr.
License
(1830)

Joseph Smith Sr. was one of the Eight Witnesses who saw and handled the golden
plates, one of the earliest members of the Church, and one of those ordained to
ministerial positions at the first general conference of the Church on June 9, 1830. The
license indicates that he was ordained according to the Articles and Covenants, the
Church’s foundational document adopted on the day of its organization (now Doctrine
and Covenants 20). The record was written by Oliver Cowdery and signed by him
and Joseph Smith. Priesthood ordinations are recorded and office holders trace their
authority through Joseph Smith to Jesus Christ.

A True and

Living Church
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Lucy Mack Smith
History
(1845)

A few months after the deaths of her sons Joseph, Hyrum, and Samuel, Lucy Mack
Smith began dictating the history of her life and family. She told of her ancestors
and her children, and she spelled out “the particulars of Joseph’s getting the plates
[and] seeing the angels.” The page on display notes her experience at the Church’s
first meeting, on April 6, 1830, and first general conference, on June 9 of that year.
She gives emphasis to her husband’s baptism, the ordination of her sons, and the
departure of one of her sons, Samuel, as the first missionary of the Church. Lucy’s
history offers a unique
perspective on her family’s
role in the early Church, retells
incidents and interactions
recounted nowhere else, and
shares insights no one else
could provide. It is a record
of inestimable value. Lucy
dictated the history to scribes

Martha Jane Knowlton Coray
and Howard Coray, who turned
the first rough draft manuscript
into two revised or “fair”
copies, one of which remained
with Lucy while the other
remained with the Church and
is displayed here. The volume
was first printed in 1853 in
Liverpool, England.
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First Hymnal

(1835)

In a revelation given to Joseph Smith in July 1830 (see Doctrine and Covenants 25), his
wife, Emma, was called to select hymns for use by Church members. Her compilation
included the text of 90 hymns, 35 of which were written by Latter-day Saints. The
hymnal used by Latter-day Saints today contains 26 songs from the original, including
“The Spirit of God Like a Fire Is Burning” and “I Know That My Redeemer Lives.”

Emma Smith
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Articles of the Young Ladies’
Retrenchment Association (1870)
On May 25, 1870, Brigham Young gathered
his daughters together and challenged
them to “retrench”—or simplify—their
“extravagance in dress, in eating and even in
speech.” Two days later the girls organized
the Young Ladies’ Department of the Ladies’
Cooperative Retrenchment Association (now
known as the Young Women organization).
While some were not enthusiastic about
this new movement, within five years most
congregations in major Latter-day Saint
settlements hosted their own associations.
Eliza R. Snow drafted this set of articles
intended to teach young women to “sustain
each other in doing good” and reject the
“pride, folly and fashions of the world.” The

A True and

Living Church
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Farmington Ward Primary
Minute Book (1878)
Minutes were kept at the first Primary meeting held in the Church. In March 1878
Aurelia Spencer Rogers of Farmington, Utah, asked Relief Society general president
Eliza R. Snow if an organization could be created to teach rowdy little boys how to
behave. Sister Snow counseled with President John Taylor, who approved the idea,
and Sister Rogers’s bishop asked her to lead. On August 25 the inaugural Primary
meeting was held, in which more than 200 boys and girls were taught basic gospel
doctrines, music, punctuality, and good manners. In 1880 a general presidency
was organized, and the Primary is now a part of nearly every unit of the Church
worldwide.

girls conducted their own weekly meetings and published weekly newsletters and
the Young Woman’s Journal. The program proved so effective that a similar association
was formed for young men, and both programs continue in the Church today. This
particular copy of the articles is the earliest yet discovered.
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Daughters of Brigham Young
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The Gospel

Floods the Earth
T

he message and blessings of the restored gospel are intended for
“every nation, kindred, tongue, and people” (Mosiah 15:28). Today, modern
scripture, the words of modern prophets, and the organization of the Church
spread across the earth as we translate the Book of Mormon, gather scattered
Israel through missionary work, care for the poor and needy, and build
temples for the performance of ordinances.

19. Mormons Bog (1851)
20. Ka Buke a Moramona (1855)
21. El Libro de Mormón (1886)
22. モルモン書 (1909)
23. Die Boek van Mormon (1972)
24. A Call to Save Grain (1876)
25. Preliminary Sketch of Small Temple
		 Floor Plan (1997)

Opposite page: Dan Jones Awakens Wales, by Clark Kelley Price
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Early Book of Mormon
Translations from around the World

21. El Libro de Mormón (1886) Daniel Jones

and Henry Brizzee began translating extracts from the Book of
Mormon into Spanish in 1874 and were soon joined by Meliton
Trejo, a convert from Spain, to publish Trozos Selectos del Libro de
Mormon (Selected Passages from the Book of Mormon). Later,
Trejo, James Z. Stewart, and Olivas Aoy completed the translation
of the entire book.

The Book of Mormon sweeps the earth as it is translated for all to read. These were the
first non-English editions prepared for native speakers in Europe, the Pacific, Latin
America, Asia, and Africa. The Book of Mormon is now published in more than 90
languages, with selections available in more than 20 others.

22. モルモン書 (1909) Alma O. Taylor, one of the
19. Mormons Bog (1851) The first non-English

first missionaries to Japan, produced a draft translation of the
Book of Mormon with the help of local Church members. He also
sought input from experienced Japanese authors to ensure that the
language of the translation was imbued with force and dignity.

20. Ka Buke a Moramona (1855) George Q.

23. Die Boek van Mormon (1972) Although

edition of the Book of Mormon was published in Denmark
in 1851, having been translated by Elder Erastus Snow of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles and Peter Olsen Hansen. The
copy on display was prepared for Denmark’s Queen Caroline, but
she would not accept it.

Cannon translated the Book of Mormon into Hawaiian with the
assistance of native judge and convert Jonathan H. Napela. The
missionaries ordered a press from Boston that was eventually
shipped to San Francisco, where the book was finally printed. The
copy on display belonged to George Q. Cannon.
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Latter-day Saint missionaries preached in South Africa in the
1850s, it was more than a century before the Book of Mormon
was translated into Afrikaans, an African variant of Dutch. After
unsuccessful attempts by volunteers, the work was contracted to
professional translator Felix Mynhardt.
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A Call to Save Grain

(1876)

In the fall of 1876, Emmeline B. Wells
accepted Brigham Young’s assignment
to lead Latter-day Saint women in a
grain storage program. She began by
writing this editorial in the newspaper
that she edited, the Woman’s Exponent,
calling on readers to act “immediately
without any delay.” Women began that
very year, buying, bartering, growing,
gleaning, selling, and storing wheat.
They guarded the wheat carefully, loaned
it to the poor, and shared it in times of
drought. These relief efforts expanded in
1906 when the women sent wheat and
other supplies after an earthquake in San
Francisco and during famine in China.

The U.S. government purchased some
of the wheat during World War I. The
Charity Never Faileth, by Julie Rogers
interest income contributed to maternity
care, child welfare, and general health care for Church members. In 1940 the wheat
helped fill Church grain elevators, and in 1978 the Relief Society officially transferred
its wheat to the Church’s Welfare Services program. The grain storage program thus
served as a forerunner to the Church’s welfare, family services, and humanitarian
services programs. Wheat has been an official symbol of the Relief Society since 1917
and remains visible on the exterior details of the Relief Society building and in the
Relief Society seal.
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Preliminary Sketch of Small
Temple Floor Plan (1997)
The concept of small temples has greatly accelerated temple building in recent
years. In June 1997 Gordon B. Hinckley attended the centennial observance of
Church-owned Juárez Academy in Colonia Juárez, Mexico. While driving back to
the airport in El Paso, Texas, he reflected on how to help faithful Saints in outlying
areas receive the blessings of the temple. Once on the airplane, he made this sketch
of a floor plan for a smaller temple with only the essential facilities. He announced
the concept at the October 1997 general conference, and by August 1998 the first
small temple had been completed in Monticello, Utah. Since 1997, more than 50
small temples have been constructed or announced in 19 additional countries and 17
U.S. states where none had been before, including one in Colonia Juárez, which was
dedicated on March 6, 1999.
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Colonia Juárez Chihuahua Mexio Temple
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During Your Visit

Photography is permitted. Please turn off your flash to help
preserve the documents.
When you share your experience and pictures on social
media, use #onemorevoice to connect with others.
Leave your comments in the kiosk.

After You’re Done

Visit an expanded exhibit online at churchhistorylibrary.org.
Follow LDS Church History on Facebook, Twitter, Google+,
Pinterest, YouTube, and Tumblr.
Keep a record of your own life and experiences.
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